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a controlled economy, a managed soci-
ety, like, for example, flat out pure 
communism or European-style social-
ism, the reason the Soviet Union col-
lapsed was because they did not let 
people have an incentive to be produc-
tive and let them earn and keep the 
money they made. They took that 
away from them, and human beings 
being not as rational as capital is, but 
human beings being rational, they 
make those decisions that I talked 
about, those decisions like, I am not 
going to put out this effort. 

You have heard this: from each ac-
cording to their ability, to each accord-
ing to their need. That was the belief of 
Karl Marx and that was the belief of 
Lenin and that was the belief of Mao 
Tse-Tung. 

But the equation that they miss is if 
you are going to take from a producer 
according to their ability, and maybe 
they have the ability to produce five or 
six times as much as somebody who 
has the need, why in world would they 
put out five or six times the produc-
tivity of the person who is going to be 
receiving the fruits of their labor? 

The answer to that is of course they 
won’t, and of course they don’t, and 
that is why the economies in managed 
societies like the Soviet Union will col-
lapse because they don’t tap into the 
best instincts of human nature, which 
is we want to work hard, we want to 
produce, we want the fruits of our 
labor. And by the way, if we are al-
lowed to keep the fruits of our labor, 
we will also contribute and donate and 
tithe better than any other people on 
Earth. 

We do all of that, we need to go to a 
national sales tax, a consumption tax, 
so you decide when you pay your taxes. 

I think there is a Texan here with 
something boiling up inside him, and I 
would be very happy to yield to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT). 

Mr. GOHMERT. I thank my friend, 
the gentleman from Iowa, the Honor-
able Mr. KING. I have been hearing 
most of the hour you have been talking 
about the concepts that I know you 
and I hold so dear. 

There was a group from my home-
town, Mr. Speaker, Tyler, Texas, that 
had come to Washington. They are an 
inspirational group. They are from 
Grace Community School. I took them 
around the Capitol tonight. They know 
their history. It is great when you see 
education work. 
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You see the very things you have 
been talking about, the free market, at 
work, and that free enterprise works 
and that really get backs to our very 
founding, the Judeo-owe Christian val-
ues that were so often espoused as the 
Declaration of Independence was writ-
ten. 

I have had people say the Constitu-
tion itself, there is nothing at all like 
it. By the way, you cannot send out a 
letter with the letters addressed or 
dated as you date them because it says 

like for today, March whatever day, all 
my letters, whatever day, ‘‘in the year 
of our Lord,’’ now this year 2007. I was 
originally told by the franking people, 
we do not believe you can send that out 
with ‘‘in the year of our Lord’’ on 
there; that may be inappropriate. My 
comment was, if you are saying it is 
unconstitutional to date a letter the 
same way the Constitution is dated, 
then we have got a real problem here. 
He did not realize the Constitution is 
dated in that manner, ‘‘in the year of 
our Lord, 1787.’’ 

But anyway, there are groups there 
are schools where they still learn that 
kind of history, the very thing my 
friend Mr. KING has been talking about. 

I just wanted to pay tribute to the 
speaker of this group. I know the rules 
are that we are not to recognize people 
in the gallery. So I will not violate the 
rules, but it is a wonderful group that 
understands the values, the very values 
the gentleman from Iowa has been dis-
cussing, and it just makes me proud to 
be an American to hear you talk about 
the values I grew up on, the values that 
I know are being instilled in the young 
people still today. 

I thank the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING), my good friend, and I would 
encourage you to keep up the good job. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Texas for 
picking up on that. There is a reason 
why there is a strong affinity between 
this Western Iowan and this Texan and 
lot of the Texas delegations. 

I know that today is the anniversary 
of the final battle of the Alamo, and I 
am very much aware of what that 
means in Texas and across this coun-
try. In fact, if you walk into my office, 
this Iowan’s office, framed there is a 
letter from Colonel Travis. That level 
of freedom, the Texans reached out for 
freedom and they had to fight for it a 
number of times, number of different 
ways. I like that flag that hangs in Mr. 
HENSARLING’s office that shows a pic-
ture of the cannon and says, ‘‘Come 
and take it.’’ That is the right kind of 
attitude. 

We have this freedom here in Amer-
ica, and there are people here that do 
not want our freedom, they detest our 
freedom. They just want to take our 
lives, and to understand an enemy like 
that goes beyond the scope of our reli-
gious foundation and our beliefs. So I 
think it is important for us to under-
stand this enemy. 

I would reflect upon a major from 
Kentucky whom I spent some time 
with in the Middle East in the early 
part of December who said: Thank you 
for all your prayers. Thank you for the 
support for our military. We have ev-
erything we need. We have the train-
ing, the technology. We have the weap-
ons. For men that have to do this job, 
we have everything we need, but when 
you pray for us, pray for the American 
people. Pray that the American people 
will understand the threat that we are 
up against, and pray that they will not 
lose their resolve. We will not lose 
ours. 

I think that might be an appropriate 
time, unless the gentleman from Texas 
has another remark to make in watch-
ing the clock, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to close with that thought, that 
our military is not going to lose their 
resolve. They understand this enemy 
that we are against. This Congress 
needs to understand this enemy we are 
against. A majority of the American 
people understand the enemy we are 
against, and we have a historical time 
here. 

We can close the door on the legacy 
of Vietnam, Lebanon, Mogadishu, and 
we can build upon the success in Af-
ghanistan, and we can close the situa-
tion in Iraq and build upon that suc-
cess. If we do that, we have a bright 
and free future. If we fail to do that, 
every enemy that wants to come after 
us will come after us. 

I appreciate again Mr. GOHMERT com-
ing down here, the way you engage 
with your constituents and the way 
that you bring these values, these 
American values out of the heartland 
to flow all the way through the middle 
part of the United States here. I am 
proud to serve with the gentleman 
from Texas, Mr. Speaker, and I am glad 
to have had the privilege to address 
you in this chamber. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE (at the request of 

Mr. HOYER) for today and until 4:00 
p.m. March 7. 

Ms. DELAURO (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today after 4:00 p.m. and 
until 4:30 p.m. March 7 on account of a 
death in the family. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today and the 
balance of the week on account of a 
family medical matter. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of official business in the dis-
trict. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 
minutes, March 8, 9, 12, and 13. 

Mr. GOHMERT, for 5 minutes, today 
and March 7. 
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